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SAFETY BULLETIN

March 28, 2012

RE: Wind loads on towers WITHOUT AN ENCLOSURE.

DO NOT WORK ON OR AROUND SCAFFOLDS DURING STORMS OR HIGH WINDS. Scaffolds are 
temporary structures which can be blown over in high winds, storms, and tornadoes. The only 100% effective way 
to prevent injuries resulting from!high winds, storms, and tornadoes is to be AWAY FROM THE WORK SITE. 
When implemented before bad weather strikes, the following recommendations can prevent the scaffolding from 
being blown over and causing other damage or injuries.

For scaffolds under construction in an open area such as a parking lot, or where no wall is present: When storms or 
high winds are forecast, put 2000 pounds (a full pallet of block, or 400 brick) on each tower (x-braced bay), on the 
laborers platform and cordon off the area 360 degrees around the scaffold at a distance of the "fall radius" of the 
scaffold plus ten feet, OR, lay the towers down with the forklift attachment. Use the chart on the next page as a 
guide.

For scaffolds under construction at a wall: When storms or high winds are forecast, put 2000 pounds (a full pallet of 
block, or 400 brick) on each tower (x-braced bay), on the laborers platform and cordon off the area on BOTH sides 
of the wall at a distance of the "fall radius" of the scaffold plus ten feet. Use the chart on the next page as a guide

For scaffolds used in the process of building a wall, use the chart on the next page as a guide to help prevent the 
scaffold from tipping over.

These recommendations are not an absolute guarantee the scaffold will not blow over in severe weather, but they 
have shown to be effective in very high wind gusts. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO IMPLEMENT THESE 
RECOMMENDATIONS!DURING STORMS OR HIGH WINDS. Get away from the site. Take storms and high 
winds very seriously - they can precede a tornado which can destroy everything in its path.

For any additional information, clarification, or any other safety questions, please call 1-800-845-0845.
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